258                        NUMISMATIC  CHBONICLE.

M. A, Sambon, in the Nervegna5 Sale Catalogue,
describing an unusually light stater of the magistrate
ZH RAM BOX, weighing 3*35 grammes, calls it " Octdbole
Attique en relation avec Us monnaies lucaniennes de poids
reduit." More recently the same author, describing, in
another sale catalogue,6 a fine stater of the magistrate
4>IMAPXOI, weighing 3'63 grammes, writes," Cette monnaie
sort Irusqueinemt du systems monetaire en usage a Tarente.
Son poids depasse legerement celui du Victoriat qui, bien
que, diminue a Rome, conservait a DyrrliaeMum, son poids
normal de 3*41. La monnaie tarentines'approche pourtant
d'avantage des monnaies Syracusaines de 4 litrae etje crois
que eette monnaie a ete frappce pour faciliter les rapports
monetaires awe la Sidle"

The almost contemporaneous and very rare four litrae
pieces7 of Syracuse (c. 215-212 B.C.), presenting on the
obverse the head of Apollo, and on the reverse Nike
carrying a trophy, do not exceed the maximum weight
of 3*498 grammes, which is very much under the standard
followed here. It is very improbable that Tarentum and
Metapontion should have adopted the Syracusan or
Sicilian standard in preference to one tallying with the
mainland currency mostly composed then of Eoman
denarii of reduced weight (3*90 grammes) and of
victoriati, the weight of which, since 217 B.C., had fallen
to 2*92 grammes.

In my opinion it is the former standard, viz. the one
of the reduced denarius, that the two above cities had

5  Collections Martmettt et Nervegna, Borne, November 18,1907, p. 3Q
lot No. 343.                                                                                          *

6  Collection de Monnaies Antiques Grande Grece et Sicile, Paris,
December 19,1907, lot No. 25, now in M. Picard's collection.

1 Of. Head, Hist. Num., p. 164,